TOWARD A 

NEW AMERICAS CONSENSUS TO REDUCE POVERTY 

On November 19, 2003, Inter-American organizations in Washington, the IACD, the development arm of the OAS, the Inter-American Development Bank and the Pan- American Health Organization convened a meeting of experts to review advances in combating poverty and the significant challenges confronting Latin American and the Caribbean. What follows is a distillation of the recommendations of that expert group regarding major components for the governments of the nations of the Americas to take into account when adopting policies to overcome poverty. 

Poverty reduction comes from economic growth interacting with government policies that contribute to a more equitable distribution of the incremental generation of wealth. The following recommendations comprise basic elements that participating experts have distilled from the debates in order for governments to take them into account in the prodigious task to overcome the Americas’ heritage of poverty. 

From a funding perspective, and as crosscutting considerations to their recommendations, all agreed that resource flows must be increased via grants, debt swaps or other means. All recognized the donor institutions should place a particular emphasis on the smaller and more vulnerable economies of the region. In addition, all recognized the need to integrate a gender perspective into all public policies destined to alleviate poverty, particularly in terms of access to education, productive employment, credit, and especially land.

1. The Rule of Law. Ensure that the rule of law provides security to all citizens from arbitrary acts of government through improved access to resources such as public rights defender, human right ombudsmen, and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms facilitating inclusion of the poor in the justice system. Governments must also generate confidence in police and security officials by instituting appropriate accountability mechanisms and ensuring necessary training for public officials.  

2. Complying with Public Trust. Ensure transparent management of public goods and institutionalize consultation with civil society. Transparency and principles of full disclosure must be applied to the financial transactions of all public officials at all levels of government, executive, legislative and judiciary as well as to the private sector. 

3. A Total Commitment to Education on All Levels.  Reaffirm education as a social right and a state priority. Take steps to develop a national consensus to support education, especially on the local level, by promoting partnerships with all actors of society in the delivery and monitoring of education services. 

4. Overcome Inequities in Health Care.  Reaffirm health as a social right that should be guaranteed by the state. Provide incentives to municipal government and civil society to engage and participate in the development of health activities and assist in better integrating local health services within their communities, basically oriented to extend social protection in health. Develop a strong health commitment among all citizens by including health education in the standard education curriculum. 

5. Engage the Private Sector in Social Development. Provide incentives for corporate social responsibility by requiring good corporate governance practices as a matter of law, making specific reference to transparency in management, decision-making processes, and corporate financial information, both to inform the public and to protect minority shareholder rights in order to encourage expanded ownership of productive capital.  

6. Promote Equity in Opportunity for Entrepreneurship.  Provide incentives for innovation and entrepreneurship, including venture capital, micro-enterprise and micro-mortgages. Promote capacity building in modern technology for the private sector, small and medium business. Simplify land-titling procedures to provide a collateral base for access to credit. 

7. Promote More Effective Local Governance.  Ensure that decentralization processes are gradually implemented and accompanied by a sufficient transfer of resources. Strengthen civil service laws and undertake broad training programs to improve education in public administration for municipal employees.

8. Concentrate on Building the Social Capital of the Citizenry. Institutionalize mechanisms at the national and local levels to deepen and broaden the dialogue within governments and among government, the private sector and civil society, and endow such institutions with the capacity to collaborate in productive projects to overcome poverty. 

9. Adopt Free and Fair Trade.  When negotiating free trade agreements, developed countries must apply fair trade principles in order to enable developing nations to strengthen those sectors of their economy that provide job opportunities for the poor. Trade must also be accompanied by measures for equitable distribution of income on the part of the developing nations so that the poor benefit from the incremental economic growth that results from increases in gross domestic product. 

10. A Commitment to Science and Technology. Create a hemispheric network for science and technology that promotes research and skills building, particularly at the local level, in order to develop a stronger base for decision-making and investment. Open opportunities for youth of all sectors through systematic inclusion of science and technology courses in the curriculum beginning in primary schools.

These principles are respectfully submitted as the elements for a new consensus of measures basic to a sustainable battle to overcome poverty in the Americas.

